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You will see him achieve a great career as a statesman,"
Bismarck recognized that I had won a cleancut victory over
German diplomacy. On parting with Harden I said to
him: "When you see Bismarck again, tell him that I was
highly flattered to hear his good opinion of me, especially
his prophecy regarding my future." I never had an oppor-
tunity of meeting Bismarck, but I have been told by Count
Shuvalov and Count M. N. Muraviov, at that time Coun-
sellor to our Embassy in Berlin and later Minister of
Foreign Affairs in Russia, that the old Chancellor was al-
ways very much interested in me and never failed to talk
about me with the Russians he met.
This first commercial treaty between Russia and Ger-
many, concluded in 1894, formed the basis of succeeding
treaties with other countries, both for ourselves and for
Germany. The duration of the agreement was fixed at ten
years. The expiration of this period found us engaged in
the diasastrous war with Japan and at a stage when the
unfavourable outcome for Russia was already clean Un-
scrupulously taking advantage of our unfortunate situation,
Germany refused to renew the compact under the same
conditions and extorted from us highly important conces-
sions, which we certainly should never have yielded to her
under normal conditions*
The economic wealth and consequently the political
strength of a country depend upon three factors: natural
resources, capital, and labour, physical and intellectual.
With regard to natural resources, Russia is extremely rich,
although she is unfavourably situated because of the rigor-
ous climate in many of her sections. In capital, that is,
accumulated values, she is poor, for the reason that the
history of the country is a continuous chain of wars, not to
speak of other reasons. Considering her population, she is
rich in physical labour and also in intellectual resources, for
the Russians are a gifted, sensible, and God-fearing people.